
‘Spam King’ suspect seized 
The Seattle man is accused of ille-

gally clogging the planet’s inboxes with
billions of illegal e-mails using hijacked
computer networks.

You’ve probably heard from him,
federal authorities say. Many times.

And with his arrest, you could see
an immediate decrease in the amount
of spam e-mail in your inbox, they said.

One expert estimated that the man
agents dubbed the “Spam King” when
they arrested him Wednesday sent bil-
lions, perhaps even tens of billions, of
e-mails a day.

On just two groups of servers, in just

a few months, federal investigators
found more than 200 million spam
messages linked to 27-year-old Robert
Soloway. 

The online empire was run from So-
loway’s high-end, Harbor Steps apart-
ment on the Seattle waterfront, investi-

Feds say arrest may
lead to sharp drop
in illegal e-mail 
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Story, headline
wrong on toll

Tolls on a new Evergreen Point
Floating Bridge could be as high as
$6 round trip, or $3 each way, by
the time a new bridge is in place,
according to a financing plan for
the replacement span. A story and
headline on Page One Wednesday
incorrectly said the projected toll
could be as much as $6 each way.
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Copter down, 
7 soldiers die

Five American troops, a Briton and
a Canadian soldier were killed
when a Chinook helicopter was
apparently shot down Wednesday
night in Afghanistan. The Taliban
claimed responsibility. A8 

Divorce court
on your own?
The state Supreme Court will hear
arguments today on whether the
public should pay for a lawyer for
people who can’t afford one for
divorce court, particularly when
child custody is involved. B1

Gates, Jobs
share stage

In a highly anticipated encounter,
Microsoft’s Bill Gates and Apple’s
Steve Jobs took the stage in
Carlsbad, Calif., Wednesday night
to relive old battles and alliances.
However, those who were hoping
for fireworks or a confrontation
were disappointed. D1
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NATION/WORLD
$30 billion for AIDS: President
Bush called on Congress to nearly
double funding, to $30 billion, to
combat AIDS around the globe in
the next five years. A9

SEATTLE
Stryker toll rises: Three more
Fort Lewis soldiers have been killed
in Iraq – two on Memorial Day. It’s
now the deadliest month for the
post since the war began. B1

Insanity plea offered: A man
charged with killing one woman
and wounding five others at a
Jewish charity changed his plea to
not guilty by reason of insanity. B2

BUSINESS
Boeing loses out: Airbus signed
a preliminary agreement with
Qatar Airways for 80 A350s – the
competitor to Boeing’s 787. D1
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Sunny but a little cooler. 
High 78. Low 55. B8
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C
lass of 2007, welcome to the real world.

It may not turn out to be what you expect.
That earth and space science degree? Might

not actually apply to your work.
That plan to take a year off? Might stretch

into two.
That full-time job? Might come sooner than you

think.
We talked with some of last year’s local college

graduates who have 12 months of the “real world” un-

der their belts to find out what that first year was like. 
They traveled the globe, launched a business,

found full-time jobs and married. 
Though no one can accurately predict what the

post-college future will bring, these 20-somethings of-
fer advice to this year’s graduates on what to expect
once the diploma is in hand.

– Christine Frey

After the diploma

COMING
FRIDAY
Things might
be looking up
for high school
students trying
to find summer

jobs. 

NATHAN ELLIS
◗ Age: 22 ◗ Hometown: Grand Rapids, Mich.
◗ Graduated: Seattle Pacific University, 2006
◗ Major: Journalism
◗ Accomplished in the past year: Started full-time job; married.

RULA GREEN GLADDEN
◗ Age: 23 ◗ Hometown: Seattle
◗ Graduated: University of Washington, 2006
◗ Major: Biochemistry; minor in Spanish
◗ Accomplished in the past year: Traveled the world.

BRENDAN FAHEY
◗ Age: 24 ◗ Hometown: Kingston
◗ Graduated: University of Washington, 2006
◗ Major: Earth and space science
◗ Accomplished in the past year: Started his own business.

KATIE SAURO
◗ Age: 23
◗ Hometown: Seattle
◗ Graduated: Seattle University,
2006
◗ Major: Journalism
◗ Accomplished in the past
year: Moved out of parents’
house; found job
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Recent grads offer real-world
perspective to class of 2007

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Rob
Lutz, a former Air Commando pilot,
had less than 72 hours to live. A fail-
ing heart and kidneys left Lutz, 55,
too sick to withstand an operation for
a heart pump, let alone a heart trans-
plant. 

After nine weeks in intensive care

at the University of Washington Med-
ical Center, he was told by doctors
that there was nothing left to do.

No, Lutz said. There was some-
thing. 

A free-fall paratrooper whose
steady nerves and fierce intelligence
guided him through years of clandes-
tine missions with Special Forces in

Dying vet planned a final mission
Rob Lutz,
center, with
his wife, Ida
Lutz, and
pilot Ed
Hrivnak,
prepare for
Lutz’s final
flight.
Hrivnak flew
his longtime
friend over
the Green
River toward
Mount
Rainier.

Lt. Col. Rob Lutz loved only his wife more than flying

BY CAROL SMITH
P-I reporter

SEE LUTZ, A6

SERVICE
Robert Lutz will be
buried at Tahoma

National Cemetery at
2:45 p.m. Friday. In lieu
of flowers, his family

suggests remembrances
to the American Heart

Association.
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the military, Lutz had one last
special op in mind. That it was
nearly impossible didn’t faze
him. And so he set about execut-
ing a plan from his hospital bed.

At 10 a.m. May 17, he told
his doctors that they could take
out the balloon pump that eased
oxygen into his weakened heart
but kept him flat on his back.

Then he told them to re-
move the dialysis catheter in his
groin that was unable to clear
the nearly 50 pounds of fluid
weighing on his heart. 

Next he told them to discon-
tinue all but one medication – a
move that he understood would
hasten the inevitable.

Then he asked for a plane.
There was nothing in life –

except his wife – that Lutz loved
more than flying.

Born in St. Louis, Lutz joined
the Young Marines in high
school and later graduated from
the Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado. 

He flew a Combat Talon
Blackbird as part of an Air Com-
mando group known as “The
Quiet Professionals” – named
for members’ habit of slipping
into the night sky and staying
tight-lipped about missions.

In 1985, he was picked to be
the first squadron commander
of an elite para-rescue operation
for the Army Special Forces. But
during a routine physical for
that assignment, doctors discov-
ered a cardiac valve problem
and took his wings.

It about broke his heart, said
his wife, Ida Lutz, who met him
in 1978 when he was stationed
in Bad Tölz, Germany. “When he
got grounded, it put a big crush
on him for a while.”

After that, he became a
squadron maintenance officer,
overseeing a crew of more than
600 that maintained the fleet at
McChord Air Force Base. But he
always missed being in the air,
she said. 

Later, after he retired in
1994 from the military, Lutz,
who was also a skilled moun-
taineer, lent his expertise to Ta-
coma Mountain Rescue and the
Puget Sound Urban Search and
Rescue Task Force.

And he sublimated his love
of flight into a hobby, carried
over from childhood, of building
model airplanes, which he did
with obsessive attention to de-
tail that aggravated his less-pa-
tient friends and earned him
multiple awards in model-build-
ing competitions.

Deanna Mau, a cardiac crit-
ical care nurse, and his doctor,
Ryland “Trey” Melford, knew
some of this – the man liked,
maybe even needed, to fly – and
they wanted to help. 

But as his clinical care team,
they had misgivings about issu-
ing a day pass to a dying man.
They doubted that he would sur-
vive a car ride, much less a climb
in altitude. Hospital liability
might be an issue. They worried
for his family. 

They also knew that Lutz
was a calculating man who al-
ways asked careful questions
and considered all his options.
He pursued with them every
possible path to survival. 

And they knew that when he
set his mind on something, they
would rather not get in his way.
So they started making calls.

Lutz himself got on the
phone to a pilot friend. Mau
overheard him say something
like, “I can’t go Saturday. I’m dy-
ing today or tomorrow. I have to
go today.”

Someone in the room chided
him for being so demanding,
which made everyone laugh.

He had a great sense of hu-
mor, Mau said. And he made
things happen.

Ed Hrivnak was the pilot
who got the call. A longtime
friend from their days in search
and rescue, he scurried to find a
helicopter. Glacier Aviation in
Olympia helped, producing a fu-

eled-up R-22 two-seater that
could be at Boeing Field in a
matter of minutes.

Ida Lutz and Skip Daven-
port, his original flight instruc-
tor who became a lifetime
friend, helped load Lutz into the
car. They took along a small oxy-
gen tank and a supply of mor-
phine.

Against the odds the doctors
had given them, the ad-hoc
flight crew made it to Boeing
Field with Lutz still breathing.

“ ‘Just another adventure,’ ”
Rob Lutz liked to say, his wife
said.

And so just after 7 p.m., as
the sun was going down, Rob
Lutz’ heart lifted into the sky one
last time.

“The air was calm, and there
were light puffy clouds in the
sky,” Hrivnak said. “The sky was
lit and the mountains were lit.
He just kept looking out the win-
dow.”

Hrivnak and Lutz flew into
the foothills of the Cascades
with Mount Rainier dead ahead.
They flew low through the val-
ley of the Green River. They
talked about life and letting go.

He didn’t want to go, Hriv-
nak said. But he knew he had to.

When he landed, he just had
a huge grin on his face.

Lutz died a few days later. 

P-I reporter Carol Smith
can be reached at 206-448-8070
or carolsmith@seattlepi.com.

LUTZ: He flew a talon Blackbird
in an Air Commando group
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gators said. Wednesday, he ap-
peared in court unshaven,
wearing loafers with no socks,
to hear Assistant U.S. Attorney
Kathryn Warma announce that
if he’s found guilty of the fraud,
money laundering and identity
theft charges in the 35-count in-
dictment, he could spend de-
cades behind bars.

“We know that Robert Solo-
way is one of the most prolific
spammers in the world,” Warma
said before the hearing. “He has
condemned them (his victims)
to perpetual spam hell” unless
they escape by canceling their
domain names or changing
their Internet protocol address-
es.

So notorious is Soloway that
the Internet fumes with anti-
spammers worldwide livid with
his alleged activities. There are
endless rants, tricks on how to
stop him, a Web site called “so-
lowaysucks.net,” and all sorts of
personal dirt – from Soloway’s
driving infractions to clues on
where he went to high school to
a link on how to call his mother. 

“Punk,” “worm,” “piece of
(excrement)” and “bloody gut-
less coward” are among the nic-
er epithets.

But on Wednesday, many
people rejoiced. 

“Busted!” wrote one anti-
spam activist online. “Fantastic
news,” wrote another. 

“It’s extremely gratifying,”
said Neil Schwartzman, the ex-
ecutive director for the Coali-
tion Against Unsolicited Com-
mercial Email, an anti-spam
group. He said that Soloway not
only spammed people, but tar-
geted anti-spammers with “mail
bombings.” 

“Truly, this is a really bad
guy,” he said. 

The feds have taken steps to
seize Soloway’s bank accounts,
but don’t know yet how much
money they contain.

“He claims not to have any
money,” said U.S. Attorney Jeff
Sullivan. “But he drives a very
expensive car (500 series Mer-
cedes) and lives in a very expen-
sive apartment.” 

In an apparent effort to hide
the true ownership of his Web
site, authorities say Soloway
constantly moved it to different
domains – even registering last
year through Chinese Internet
Service providers. The
spammed messages used to ad-
vertise his corporate Web sites
contained false header informa-
tion and were relayed using net-
works of slave computers called
“botnets.”

Soloway’s alleged actions in
the virtual world caused real-
world chaos. His spam con-
tained phony headers with e-
mail addresses or domain
names of innocent real people
or organizations, which were
subsequently blamed for Solo-
way’s spam and “blacklisted” as
a result.

“The amount of damage he
does to the Internet – the fraud
thing to innocent people who
think they’re hiring some Inter-
net person – is awful,” said John
Reid, a volunteer with The
Spamhaus Project, an anti-
spam group. 

He said Soloway preyed on
computer-gullible business
owners who thought they were
hiring a legitimate company to
help increase traffic to their Web
sitess – only to discover that So-

loway sent waves of spam in
their name. 

Soloway, who has also lived
in California and Oregon, has
been on the group’s top 10 list
for notorious spammers in re-
cent years, but isn’t on it cur-
rently. Reid estimated that Solo-
way sent billions, perhaps even
tens of billions, of e-mails a day. 

“He’s very high-volume,” he
said. 

In 2005, Microsoft won a $7
million judgment against Solo-
way, after it sued him over spam
sent through Microsoft’s MSN
and Hotmail services. Later that
year, an Internet service provid-
er in Oklahoma won a $10 mil-
lion judgment against him in a
spam-related lawsuit. 

The government has filed a
claim for $772,998 from Solo-
way, representing the proceeds
of his activity.

The grand jury indictment
accuses Soloway of operating
Newport Internet Marketing
Corp., which offered a “broad-
cast e-mail” software product
and “broadcast e-mail” services
that constitute illegal spam un-
der the federal CAN-SPAM Act.
The law, which went into effect
Jan. 1, 2004, makes it illegal to
transmit a large number of com-
mercial e-mail messages in
combination with certain crimi-
nalizing factors, such as using
another computer to relay the
message with the intent to hide
its source or using falsified
header information in the e-
mail. Soloway allegedly used
such techniques to defeat spam
filters.

The Northwest Computer
Crimes Taskforce, which is
housed at the FBI and includes
the IRS Criminal Investigation
Division and the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service, launched an
investigation after the Federal
Trade Commission and the state
Attorney General’s Office re-
ceived hundreds of complaints
that Soloway and his corpora-
tion had made false and fraudu-
lent claims about his products
and services. 

The victims couldn’t get re-
funds, felt threatened and were
being blamed for sending illegal
spam as a result of patronizing
Soloway’s company, said Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Warma.

Chuck Harwood, director of
the FTC in Seattle, appealed to
victims of spam to complain to
his office by forwarding the of-
fending e-mail to spam@uce-
.gov.

Sullivan, the U.S. attorney,
said spam affects everyone who
goes online. “It’s estimated that
80 percent of the traffic on the
Internet is, in fact, spam.” 

Soloway will spend at least
the next five days at the Federal
Detention Center at SeaTac
pending a detention hearing
Monday.

SPAM: Victims
joyful over arrest

FROM A1

P-I reporter Nina Akhmeteli
contributed to this report.

P-I reporter Paul Shukovsky
can be reached at 206-448-8072
or paulshukovsky@seattlepi.com.

“The amount of damage he
does to the Internet – the

fraud thing to innocent
people who think they’re

hiring some Internet person
– is awful.” 

– John Reid, a volunteer with 
The Spamhaus Project, an

anti-spam group

*Example shown assumes an interest only payment on a $50,000 balance of $100,000 line of credit. Variable Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 7.74% for new home
equity line of $100,000 with Combined Loan to Value (CLTV) ratio of up to 80% on 1-4 family owner-occupied home. APR includes .25% discount for qualified Bank
of America relationship, .25% discount for auto-debit from Bank of America account, and .25% discount for balance transfer of at least $25,000 at closing. APR
will be higher if discounts not selected. APR based on The Wall Street Journal prime rate [8.25% as of 04/01/07] and a margin and varies with prime rate, but will
not exceed 24% (TX: 18%). Insurance required. (Texas only: Maximum CLTV is 80%. Maximum LTV on line of credit is 50%. Minimum advance amount on line is
$4,000. Minimum draw discount is not available.) Rates and terms may vary by state and are subject to change without notice. Bank of America pays all closing
costs on lines of $500,000 or less. Bank also pays up to $300 toward attorney fees in SC. (TX: Bank pays all closing costs.) Late and returned payment charges
apply, except in Texas. Credit is subject to approval. Other restrictions apply. Please contact Bank of America for current rate information and other details.
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. © 2007 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

To open a home equity line of credit, stop by your local Bank of America,
call 1.800.900.9000 or visit bankofamerica.com/homeequity.

$50,000 for $323/month.*
Get the most from your home with low monthly payments.

ADDIT IONAL RATE DISCOUNTS FOR OUR CUSTOMERS .

Get a no fee
home equity line
of credit for home
improvement.

No application fee. No closing costs.
No annual fee. No balance transfer fee.
For no fees, seize today ’s opportunity.
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Hastens Bed are hand made using the finest all natural
filling materials for ultimate comfort.


